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1 In old H

ebrew
, S

cripture is called K
ara, hence the nam

e K
araites literally m

eans Scripturalists.  S
ee E

. B
en Y

ehudah, A
 

C
om

plete D
ictionary of A

ncient and M
odern H

ebrew
, Jerusalem

 1951, vol. 12 pp.6138-6139 nt. 3.   
2 T

he H
ebrew

 S
criptures (O

ld T
estam

ent) are also know
n by the H

ebrew
 term

 T
anach or T

anakh.  T
anach is an acronym

 for the 
three sections of the H

ebrew
 S

criptures: 1) L
aw

 [T
orah], 2) P

rophets [N
eviim

], and 3) H
oly W

ritings [K
etuvim

].  T
he L

aw
 consists 

of the five books revealed to M
oses w

hile the P
rophets and H

oly W
ritings contain the rem

aining nineteen books revealed to the 
P

rophets, E
lders, and P

riests of ancient Israel from
 Joshua to M

alachi (Jerem
iah 18:18; E

zekiel 7:26).   
3 Isaiah 42:6; 49:6; G

enesis 12:3; 28:14. 
4 S

ee also: "... the m
ountains of Z

ion, because there Y
H

W
H

 com
m

anded the blessing of eternal life" (P
salm

s 133:3). "A
nd m

any of 
those that sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise, som

e to eternal life..." (D
aniel 12:2).  "A

nd w
hen you see this, your heart shall 

rejoice, and your bones shall blossom
 like grass" (Isaiah 66:14).   

5 C
hristianity adm

its to the truth of the H
ebrew

 S
criptures in the follow

ings N
ew

 T
estam

ent passages: "T
hink not that I am

 com
e to 

destroy the law
, or the prophets: I am

 not com
e to destroy, but to fulfil. F

or verily I say unto you, T
ill heaven and earth pass, one 

jot or one tittle shall in no w
ise pass from

 the law
, till all be fulfilled." (M

atthew
 5:17-18). "B

ut this I confess unto thee, that after 
the w

ay w
hich they call heresy, so w

orship I the G
od of m

y fathers, believing all things w
hich are w

ritten in the law
 and in the 

prophets" (A
ct 24:14). 

6 Islam
 adm

its to the truth of the H
ebrew

 S
criptures in the follow

ings K
oranic passages: "A

nd m
ost certainly W

e gave M
oses the 

B
ook and W

e sent apostles after him
 one after another" (K

oran 2:87). "S
urely W

e revealed the T
orah in w

hich w
as guidance and 

light; w
ith it the prophets w

ho subm
itted them

selves to G
od, judging for those w

ho w
ere Jew

s." (K
oran 5:44). "C

ertainly W
e m

ade 
a covenant w

ith the children of Israel and W
e sent to them

 apostles" (K
oran 5:70).  "A

nd certainly W
e gave the B

ook to M
oses, so 

be not in doubt concerning the receiving of it, and W
e m

ade it a guide for the children of Israel." (K
oran 32:23).   

7 T
he T

alm
udists' claim

 of divine revelation for their teachings appears in the follow
ing T

alm
udic passages: "R

abbi A
bba said in 

the nam
e of S

am
uel: F

or three year the H
ouse of S

ham
m

ai and the H
ouse of H

illel w
ere divided.  E

ach one said the law
 is 

according to us. T
hen a voice cam

e out from
 heaven and said: 'B

oth of these are the w
ords of the living G

od.'" (B
abylonian 

Talm
ud, E

rubin 13b).  "R
abbi L

evy bar C
ham

a said in the nam
e of R

abbi S
im

eon ben L
akish: W

hat is m
eant by the verse: 'A

nd I 
w

ill give you the tablets of stone, the law
, and the com

m
andm

ent w
hich I have w

ritten to teach them
.' (E

xodus 24:12).  T
ablets 

refers to the ten com
m

andm
ents; law

 refers to the T
orah; and the com

m
andm

ent refers to the M
ishnah; w

hich I have w
ritten refers 

to the P
rophets and the W

ritings; to teach them
 refers to the T

alm
ud.  T

his teaches us that all of them
 w

ere given to M
oses at 

S
inai." (B

abylonian T
alm

ud, B
erachot 5a).  "W

hen the A
lm

ighty revealed H
im

self at S
inai in order to give the T

orah to Israel, he 
recited to M

oses in due order the S
criptures, the M

ishnah, the T
alm

ud and the M
idrash... E

ven that w
hich a student asks his R

abbi, 
did the A

lm
ighty tell over to M

oses at that tim
e.  A

fter he learned it from
 the m

outh of the A
lm

ighty he [M
oses] said: 'M

aster of 
the universe!  L

et m
e w

rite it for them
.'  H

e [the A
lm

ighty] replied: 'I do not w
ish to give it to them

 [entirely] in w
riting... but the 

S
criptures do I give to them

 in w
riting w

hile the M
ishnah, the T

alm
ud, and the M

idrash I give to them
 orally.'" (M

idrash E
xodus 

R
abbah, P

arashah 47).   
8 D

euteronom
y 4:27-28; Isaiah 29:13; 2C

hronicles 15:3-7. 
9 Isaiah 2:1-4; 11:1-9; 66:12-24; D

euteronom
y 4:29-30. 

10 E
zekiel 39:22-29; Isaiah 29:9-14. 

11 P
salm

s 19:8; M
alachi 3:22. 

12 D
euteronom

y 30:10-13; 2K
ings 22:8.11 

13 L
eviticus 24:12; N

um
bers 27:5; 2K

ings 22:13-14; E
zra 2:63. 

14 T
his is w

hat is m
eant by the verse,: "it is tim

e to seek Y
H

W
H

, until he shall com
e and teach righteousness" (H

osea 10:12). 
15 In H

ebrew
 P

eshat or P
eshuto Shel M

ikra (=
 sim

ple m
eaning of S

cripture).   
16 D

euteronom
y 31:10-13.  It should be noted that K

araites do not reject interpretation or take the B
ible literally.  Instead, w

e 
interpret the B

ible according to its "plain m
eaning".   

17 E
xodus 23:2; H

osea 10:12; 2C
hronicles 15:3-4. 

18 E
zekiel 33:20; Isaiah 66:12-24; Joel 4:1-17; M

alachi 3:19-21; E
cclesiastes 3:17; 11:9; 12:13-14. 

19 In H
ebrew

: M
itzvat A

nashim
 M

elum
adah (Isa 29:13), literally: "learned com

m
andm

ent of m
en".  O

thers translate: "taught by the 
precept of m

en" (K
JV

); "taught by the com
m

andm
ent of m

en" (N
K

JV
); "com

m
andm

ent of m
en learned by rote" (JP

S
, R

S
V

); 
"tradition learned by rote" (N

A
S

B
); "rules taught by m

en" (N
IV

).  P
art of the punishm

ent of E
xile is being confronted w

ith the test 
of idolatry, as it is w

ritten: "A
nd there [in E

xile] you shall w
orship gods, the w

ork of m
en's hands" (D

euteronom
y 4:28).   

W
hat is K

araism
? 

K
araite 

Judaism
 

or 
K

araism
 

is 
the 

original 
faith 

of 
the 

H
ebrew

 
S

criptures (O
ld T

estam
ent).  T

he w
ord "K

araite" derives from
 the 

H
ebrew

 K
araim

 m
eaning "F

ollow
ers of S

cripture". 1  T
he H

ebrew
 

S
criptures contain the m

aster plan of the C
reator of the universe 

revealed to the N
ation of Israel through M

oses and the P
rophets. 2  T

he 
C

reator revealed H
is w

ill to the Israelite nation in order to serve as a 
"L

ight unto the N
ations". 3  F

rom
 its very inception Israel's role has 

been to teach m
ankind of the divine w

ill, w
hich endow

s those w
ho live 

by it w
ith eternal life, as it is w

ritten: "it is a tree of life to those w
ho 

keep it" (P
roverbs 3:18). 4  

T
he 

tw
o 

large 
"m

onotheistic" 
religions, 

C
hristianity

5 
and 

Islam
6, 

recognize the truth of the H
ebrew

 S
criptures.  Y

et they com
prom

ise 
the purity of the divine m

essage by adding to G
od's com

plete and 
perfect W

ord.  A
t the sam

e tim
e, the form

 of Judaism
 com

m
only 

practiced 
today 

is 
not 

authentic 
Judaism

 
but 

"T
alm

udism
". 

 
T

he 
T

alm
udists corrupt the true m

essage of the H
ebrew

 S
criptures by 

adding the teachings of the R
abbis found in the "T

alm
ud", w

hich they 
claim

 w
ere revealed by G

od. 7  T
his despite the fact that there is not a 

single reference to the T
alm

ud in the entire H
ebrew

 S
criptures.  T

he 
authentic 

H
ebrew

 
religion 

is 
that 

w
hich 

is 
taught 

by 
the 

C
reator 

H
im

self in the H
ebrew

 S
criptures w

ithout addition or subtraction, as it 
is w

ritten: "Y
e shall not add unto the w

ord w
hich I com

m
and you, 

neither shall you dim
inish anything from

 it, that you m
ay keep the 

com
m

andm
ents of Y

H
W

H
 your G

od" (D
euteronom

y 4:2). 

K
araites regard the current era of hum

an history as the period of the 
"G

reat E
xile".  T

he H
ebrew

 S
criptures describe this era and foretell 

that in it the N
ation of Israel w

ill forsake the true w
ay of the C

reator 
for m

an-m
ade religion. 8  T

he prophets teach us that this era w
ill end 



w
ith 

Israel 
returning 

to 
the 

C
reator 

under 
the 

leadership 
of 

the 
anointed king of the H

ouse of D
avid and the entire hum

an race 
em

bracing the religion of the H
ebrew

 S
criptures. 9   

In this current era of the G
reat E

xile, prophecy has ceased w
hile the 

A
lm

ighty "hides H
is face" for the sins of Israel. 10  W

ith no living 
prophets, the only path to know

ledge of the divine is through the 
H

ebrew
 S

criptures, w
hich contain the com

plete and perfect instruction 
of the divine w

ill revealed to the prophets of Israel. 11  B
y living in 

accordance w
ith the divine instruction, m

en can save them
selves from

 
sin, as it is w

ritten: "W
hen the evildoer turns aw

ay from
 all his sins 

that he has done and shall keep all M
y statutes and do justice and 

righteousness, he shall surely live, he shall not die. A
ll his iniquities 

that he has done shall no longer be rem
em

bered" (E
zekiel 18:21-22).  

G
od 

bestow
ed 

m
ankind 

w
ith 

H
is 

perfect 
instruction 

out 
of 

his 
im

m
ense love and m

ercy, as it is w
ritten: "D

o I indeed desire the death 
of the evildoer, says L

ord Y
H

W
H

, do I not desire for him
 to return 

from
 his w

ays so that he m
ay live?" (E

zekiel 18:23).  

T
o understand G

od's perfect instruction w
e m

ust diligently study the 
H

ebrew
 S

criptures.  In days of old, the w
ords of prophecy w

ere 
understood clearly and w

ith ease. 12  If som
ething w

as uncertain it 
could be clarified by "seeking G

od" through the prophets. 13  B
ut today 

in the era of E
xile, w

ith the cessation of prophecy and separated from
 

the culture and language of the prophets by thousands of years, w
e 

m
ust 

w
ork 

hard 
to 

understand 
the 

"plain 
m

eaning" 
of 

the 
w

ords 
understood naturally by the ancient Israelites. 14  T

he "plain m
eaning" 

of 
S

cripture
15 

is 
that 

obvious 
m

eaning 
that 

w
ould 

have 
been 

understood by the ancient Israelites w
hen they gathered to hear the 

T
orah (B

ooks of M
oses) read to them

 in the public reading held every 
seventh year. 16  B

eing fluent in B
iblical H

ebrew
, the ancient Israelites 

sim
ply had to listen to the w

ords of S
cripture in order to understand 

them
, as it is w

ritten: "A
ssem

ble the people... that they m
ay hear... and 

observe to do all the w
ords of this T

orah" (D
euteronom

y 31:12).  

T
oday this sam

e understanding m
ust be derived from

 S
cripture using 

sound linguistic principles and contextual exegesis.   

K
araites m

aintain that every hum
an being has an obligation to study 

the 
H

ebrew
 

S
criptures 

and 
determ

ine 
for 

them
selves 

the 
correct 

m
eaning 

of 
the 

A
lm

ighty's 
com

m
andm

ents 
based 

on 
their 

ow
n 

reasoning and understanding. 17  O
n the D

ay of Judgm
ent it is the 

individual w
ho w

ill be called into reckoning for his ow
n actions. 18  

T
he ancient adage of the K

araite sages declares: "S
earch w

ell in the 
S

criptures and do not rely on anyone's opinion".  T
he K

araite sages 
also taught: "H

e w
ho relies upon any of the teachers of the E

xile 
w

ithout personal investigation, it is as if he has engaged in idolatry." 

K
araites place no value on the interpretations of the m

ajority or the 
custom

s of the forefathers.  O
n the contrary, S

cripture teaches us: "D
o 

not go after the m
ajority to do evil" (E

xodus 23:2).  T
he prophets also 

w
arn us against follow

ing in the errant footsteps of the ancestors, as it 
is w

ritten: "be not like your fathers... w
ho acted treacherously against 

Y
H

W
H

" (2C
hronicles 30:7), and again: "they shall not be as their 

fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation" (P
salm

s 78:8).  T
he 

sam
e w

arning applies to the traditions of m
en, w

hich the prophets call 
the "com

m
andm

ent of m
en learned by rote" (Isaiah 29:13). 19   

K
araism

 is not a "m
onolithic" faith in w

hich every believer agrees on 
every detail of understanding of S

cripture. B
ecause the burden of 

interpretation rests on the individual and not a central authority it is 
inevitable 

that 
there 

w
ill 

be 
differences 

of 
interpretation 

and 
understanding.  H

ow
ever this diversity is a strength rather than a 

w
eakness and prevents K

araites from
 getting bogged dow

n w
ith a 

given interpretation despite the obviousness of its error. T
his diversity 

requires 
the 

individual 
K

araite 
to 

take 
personal 

responsibility 
for 

interpreting S
cripture, basing his understanding on the m

erits and logic 
of a given interpretation. W

hen this m
ethod is follow

ed the correct 
interpretation w

ill generally w
in out.  W

hat unites K
araites together is 


