Male Head Coverings
A Biblical and Historical Overview
by Nehemia Gordon

Jeremiah 14:3-4

(3) Their nobles sent their servants for
water; They came to the pools, they found
no water. They returned, their vessels
empty. They are shamed and humiliated,
They cover their heads. (4) Because of the
ground there is dismay, For there has been
no rain on the earth. The plowmen are
shamed, They cover their heads. (Jer 14:3-
4)
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2Samuel 15:30

"And David was ascending the Ascent of
Olives, ascending and crying; his head was
covered and he was walking barefoot, and
all the nation with him, each man covered
his head, and they ascended, ascending and

crying."
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Biblical Mourning Custom:
1) Covered-head
2) Barefoot

Esther 6:12

And Mordecai returned to the gate of the
king, and Haman was pushed into his
house, mourning and with a covered head.
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2Kings 2:23

And he ascended from there to Beit El, and
he was ascending on the road, when young
boys went out from the city and mocked
him saying to him, Ascend, O, bald one!
Ascend, O, bald one!
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Talmudic Period: 2nd-5th Centuries

Two sons of Rabbi Judah the Prince, one
used to go outside [on the Sabbath in a
state of mourning] with his head covered
and wearing his sandals while the other
would go outside barefoot and with his
head uncovered. (Genesis Rabbah (Vilna)
100:7; cf. Jerusalem Talmud, Moed Katan
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Mourning practices acc. to the 2 sons of
Rabbi Judah the Prince

Ist Son: Head covering is obligatory

2nd Son: Going barefoot is obligatory

"R. Huna son of R. Joshua would not walk
four cubits bareheaded, saying: The
Shechinah [=divine presence] is above my
head." (Kiddushin 31a)
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"R. Nahman b. Isaac's mother was told by
astrologers, Your son will be a thief. She
did not let him be bareheaded, saying to
him, ‘Cover your head so that the fear of
heaven may be upon you, and pray for
mercy." (Sab 156b)
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"Men sometimes cover their heads and
sometimes not; but women always cover
[their heads], and children are always
bareheaded." (Babylonian Talmud,
Nedarim 30b)
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Middle Ages

Moses Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Deot
5:6 [12th Century]

The sages practice great modesty with
themselves: they do not despise or uncover
their heads or their bodies...
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Nesi’at
Kapayim 5:5

A man may not stand in prayer with his
purse nor with an uncovered head
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Rabbi Joseph Caro, Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Hayyim 2:6 [16" century]

It is forbidden to walk with an upright
stature and one may not walk four cubits
with an uncovered head.
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Shulchan Aruch, Orach Hayyim, 91:3

Some say that it is forbidden to pray with
an uncovered head. Others say that we
must even object to entering the synagogue
with an uncovered head.
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Rabbi David Hal.evy, Turei Zahav, Orach
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Hayyim 8:2 [17" century]

It seems to me that there is an absolute
prohibition [to be without a head covering]
for another reason, namely, that today there
is a law amongst the Gentiles to always do
s0; as soon as they sit down they take off
their hats, and therefore this is included
under the rule "you shall not walk in their
statutes" (Lev 18:3)
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(4) Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head. (5) But every
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one
as if she were shaven. (6) For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a
woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. (7) For a man indeed ought not to cover his head,
forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. (1Cor 11:4-7)

And you shall keep my statutes and my
judgments, and not do any of these
abominations, the native-born and the
sojourner who sojourns amongst you. (Lev
18:26)
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Rav Avraham Avli ben Chaim HaLevi
Gombiner, Magen  Avraham, Orach
Hayyim, 2:6 [17" century]

'4 cubits' - And it is an act of piety [to have
the head covered when walking] even less
than four cubits.
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R. Solomon b. Judah Aaron Kluger, Ha-
Elef Lecha Shlomo, Orach Chayim 3 [19th
Century]

There is a distinction between uncovering
the entire head and part of the head, and
this is what is meant when it says that one
may not walk four cubits with an
uncovered head, meaning that less than
four cubits is permissible, but only with
part of the head uncovered... but with all
of the head uncovered it is forbidden...
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Chafetz Chaim, Mishnah Berurah, 2:11
[20th Century]

"4 cubits" - As an act of piety even less
than four cubits, and even while sleeping at
night and some claim that less than four
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cubits is only prohibited as a law for the | ¥229N) WNRAN N2 NYPND RPTH NN
humble but the Turei Zahav has already | (N> 70 2 2°0 07172 MVWN) N2 WY
written in section 8 that in our days there is
an absolute prohibition as law to be with an
uncovered head, and this means even
sitting in one's house.




