Canon of the Tanach
by Nehemia Gordon

Cairo Codex of the

Prophets. 895 CE

I, Moshe Ben Asher, wrote this codex of the Scripture in
accordance with 'the good hand of my God upon me', with
great clarity, in the city of Ma‘azyah Tiberias, the
praiseworthy city, in accordance with what was taught by
the congregation of the prophets, the chosen of the
Lord, the holy of God, who teach all hidden things and
who instruct in every secret of wisdom, the mighty ones of
righteousness, men of faith. They did not omit one
thing that was given to them nor did they add one
thing which was delivered to them. They glorified and
magnified the twenty-four books of Scripture and
established them in their faithfulness with accents
and vowels. May it be our Creator's will that He
enlighten our eyes and shine light upon our hearts with
His Torah, to learn and to teach and to do with a complete
heart and a willing soul. And for all Israel, Amen!
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Was the Tanach canonized at the Synod of Yavneh/ Jabneh/ Jamnia?

All holy writings impurify the hands. Song of Songs and
Ecclesiastes impurify the hands. Rabbi Yehudah says,
Song of Songs impurifies the hands and there is a dispute
about Ecclesiastes. Rabbi Yosi says, Ecclesiastes does
not impurify the hands, and there is a dispute about Song
of Songs. Rabbi Simeon says, Ecclesiastes is one of
those things on which Beth Shammai was lenient while
Beth Hillel was stringent. Rabbi Simeon ben Azai says,
I have received it from the mouth of seventy-two
elders that on the day that they installed Rabbi
Eleazar ben Azaryah as head of the academy, that
Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes impurify the hands.
Rabbi Akiva says, Heaven forbid! No man from Israel has
ever maintained that Song of Songs does not impurify the
hands, for all the Scriptures are holy and the Song of
Songs is most holy; if they did dispute, it was concerning
Ecclesiastes. Rabbi Yochanan ben Joshua the son of
Rabbi Akiva's father-in-law says, According to the words
of Ben Azai, so they disputed and so they ruled.
(Mishnah, Yadayim 3:5)
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Do Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes Impurify the Hands?
DYPYN PV nonp
Song of Songs Ecclesiastes
Author of Mishnah Yes Yes
Rabbi Yehudah Yes Disputed
Rabbi Yosi Disputed No
Beth Shammai - No
Beth Hillel Yes
Rabbi Shimon ben Azai Yes Yes
S Yes ;
Rabbi Akiva +There was never a dispute about this! Maybe Disputed
Rabbi Yochanan ben Joshua Yes, but originally disputed Yes, but originally disputed
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Rabbinical Debate: Do Ecclesiastes/ Song of Songs impurify the hands?

Scholarly Assumption #1:
Impurifies the Hands = Holy = Part of the Tanach

Does Not Impurify the Hands = Not Holy = Not Part of the Tanach

Scholarly Assumption #2:

Simeon Ben Azai is describing the "Synod" of Yavneh/ Jabneh/ Jamnia

Impurity of the Hands

Shammai and Hillel decreed concerning impurity of the
hands. (Babylonian Talmud, Sabbath 14b)
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Why did the Rabbis decree impurity for books? Rav
Mesharshia says, At first they used to store Terumah food
next to Torah manuscripts, reasoning that both of them
are holy. When they saw that [the books] were being
damaged, the Rabbi decreed them impure. And why the
hands? Because the hands are busy. (Babylonian
Talmud, Sabbath 14a)
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Rava expounded... My son! Be careful concerning
Rabbinical decrees even more than the Torah. Because
the Torah contains requirements and prohibitions, while
the Rabbinical decrees: Anyone who violates a Rabbinical
decree is worthy of death. (Babylonian Talmud, Eruvin
21b)
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And who did they excommunicate? Eliezer ben Chanoch
who expressed doubt about purity of the hands. (Mishnah,
Eduyot 5:6)
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All [holy] books impurify the hands except for the Temple-
Courtyard manuscript. (Mishnah, Kelim 15:6)
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A Temple-Courtyard manuscript that was taken outside [of
the Temple] impurifies the hands, and not only a Temple-
Courtyard manuscript but even [the individual books of
the] Prophets or Chumashim [=each of the 5 books of the
Torah]. Any other book that is brought into there
impurifies the hands. (Tosefta (Tzukermandel ed.), Kelim
(Baba Metzia) 5:8)
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The Sadducees say, 'We accuse you Pharisees because
you say that the holy writings impurify the hands, but the
books of Homer do not impurify the hands." Rabban
Jochanan ben Zakkai answered, 'That is all [you] have
against the Pharisees? The [Pharisees] says that the
bones of a donkey are pure but the bones of Yochanan
[Hyrcanus] the High Priest are impure.' [The Sadducees]
responded, 'That which is loved is deemed impure, so that
a person does not make spoons out of the bones of his
mother and father." [Rabban Yochanan] retorted, 'So too
the holy writings. Because they are loved, they are
deemed impure, and the books of Homer which are not
loved do not impurify the hands.' (Mishnah, Yadayim 4:6)
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Rabbi Akiva says, 'We have been fortunate that there is no impurity of the hands in the Temple.' (Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim
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Books that Impurify the DYPYN PY nonp INON mM
Hands Song of Songs | Ecclesiastes Esther Ruth
Rabbi Yosi Yes Disputed

Rabbi Meir Disputed No

Beth Shammai - No

Beth Hillel - Yes

Samuel [3rd Century] No

Rabbi Simeon Yes Yes

Synod of Yavneh (Jabneh/ Jamnia)?

Rabbi Simeon ben Azai says, | have received it from the mouth of seventy-two elders that on the day that they installed
Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah as head of the academy, that Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes impurify the hands... Rabbi
Yochanan ben Yehoshua the son of Rabbi Akiva's father-in-law says, According to the words of Ben Azai, so they

disputed and so they ruled. (Mishnah, Yadayim 3:5)

[27b] Our Rabbis taught: An incident with a certain
student that came before Rabbi Joshua. [The student]
asked: 'ls the evening prayer optional or required?' He
answered: 'Optional.' [The student] came before Rabban
Gamliel [ll], and asked him: 'Is the evening prayer optional
or required?' [Rabban Gamliel] answered him: 'Required.'
[The student] said to him: 'But did not Rabbi Joshua tell
me it is optional?' [Rabban Gamliel] said to him: 'Wait
until the debaters enter the house of study." When the
debaters entered the house of study, the questioner stood
and asked: 'ls the evening prayer optional or required?'
Rabban Gamliel answered him: 'Required.’ Rabban
Gamliel turned to the sages: 'Does anyone dispute this
matter?' Rabbi Joshua answered him: 'No." [Rabban
Gamliel] said to him, 'But | have been told in your name
that it is optional!" [Rabban Gamliel] said, 'Joshua! Stand
on your feet and let them testify against you!" Rabbi
Joshua stood on his feet and said: 'Were | alive and he
dead, the living could contradict the dead, but now | am
alive and he is alive, so how can the living contradict the
living." Rabban Gamliel was sitting and expounding while
Rabbi Joshua was standing on his feet, until the crowd
cried out and said to Chotzpit the interpreter, 'Stop!" And
he stopped. They said: 'How much more can we let
[Rabban Gamliel] continue to harass him?! Last New
Years he harassed him, in the incident of Rabbi Tzadok
and the firstborns he harassed him, and now he is also
harassing him. Come let us depose [Rabban Gamliel]!
Who shall we set up in his place?... let us set up in his
place Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah, because he is wise, he
is rich, and he is a tenth-generation descendant of Ezra'...
They came and said to [Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah]: 'Will
the master agree to become the head of the academy?'
[Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah] responded: 'l will go and
consult my household." He went and consulted his
household... [28a] ...[His wife] said to him: 'But you have
no white hair!' On that day, He was eighteen years old. A
miracle happened to him that eighteen rows of hairs
turned white. This is why Rabbi Eleazar ben Azaryah
said: 'Behold, | am like seventy years old' and not just
'seventy years old'. It was taught: On that day they
removed the guard from the entrance and gave students
permission to enter... It was taught: The tractate of Eduyot
was recited on that day, and everywhere we say 'on that
day' it was that day. And there was not any law about
which doubt had been cast in the house of study that
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was not elucidated on that day. (Babylonian Talmud,
Berachot 27b-28a)

Debate About which Books Im

Rabbi Simeon ben Manasiah [c.200 CE] says, Song of
Songs impurifies the hands because it was said through
divine inspiration. Ecclesiastes does not impurify the
hands because it was Solomon's wisdom. (Tosefta,
Yadayim 2:14)

purify the Hands After Yavneh
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Rav Judah said that Samuel [3rd Century] said, 'Esther
does not impurify the hands." [The Rabbis ask,] Does this
mean that Samuel believed that Esther was not spoken
through divine inspiration?! But Samuel said, 'Esther was
spoken through divine inspiration'! [The answer is that,
Esther] was said in order to be recited, not to be written.
They responded, Rabbi Meir said, Ecclesiastes does not
impurify the hands, and there is a dispute concerning
Song of Songs. Rabbi Yosi says, Song of Songs
impurifies the hands and there is a dispute concerning
Ecclesiastes. Rabbi Simeon says, Ecclesiastes is one of
those things on which Beth Shammai was lenient while
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Beth Hillel was stringent, but Ruth, Song of Songs, and (X,? N9 o592
Esther impurify the hands. (Babylonian Talmud,
Megillah 7:1)
Condemning Books to Genizah
Putting Away (gnz 1) Ezekiel YNNI NN

Rav Judah says, Remember for good that man, by the
name of Hananiah ben Hezekiah [pre-70 CE]. Were it not
for him, the book Ezekiel would have been put away (gnz
), because it contradicts the Torah. What did he do?
They brought up for him three-hundred kegs of oil, and he
sat in the upper chamber and expounded it. Our Rabbis
taught: An incident with a certain child who was reading
the book of Ezekiel in the house of his teacher. He
comprehended the chashmal [in Ezek 1:4] and a fire
came out of the chashmal and burnt him. Because of this
they wanted to put away (gnz ») the book of Ezekiel.
Hananiah ben Hezekiah said to them: If he is a sage, are
all sages? (Babylonian Talmud, Hagiga 13a)
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| looked, and lo, a stormy wind came sweeping out of the
north - a huge cloud and flashing fire, surrounded by a
radiance; and in the center of it, in the center of the fire, a
gleam as of amber (chashmal 5nvn). (Ezek 1:4 [NJPS])
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Putting Away (gnz 133) Ecclesiastes

NYNP NI

Rav Judah the son of Rav Samuel bar Shilat said in the
name of Rav: The sages wanted to put away (gnz ) the
book of Ecclesiastes because its words contradict each
other. Why didn't they put it away (gnz »)? Because its
beginning is Torah and its end is Torah... How do its
words contradict each other? It is written: "Vexation is
better than laughter' (Ecc 7:3) and 'Of laughter | said, "It is
praiseworthy [Hebrew: meholal 55n 'madness'|!" (Ecc
2:2). It is written: 'l therefore praised enjoyment' (Ecc
8:15) and 'Of enjoyment, "What good is that?™ (Ecc 2:2)
(Babylonian Talmud, Sabbath 30b)
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Vexation is better than revelry; for though the face be sad,
the heart may be glad. (Ecc 7:3 [NJPS])
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Of revelry | said, "It's mad!" Of merriment, "What good is
that?" (Ecc 2:2 [NJPS])
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| therefore praised enjoyment. For the only good a man
can have under the sun is to eat and drink and enjoy
himself. That much can accompany him, in exchange for
his wealth, through the days of life that God has granted
him under the sun. (Ecc 8:15 [NJPS])
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Putting Away (gnz 1») Proverbs
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And they also wanted to put away (gnz 1) the book of
Proverbs, because its words contradict each other. And
why did they not put it away (gnz 3)? They said: Did we
not examine the book of Ecclesiastes and find reasons.
Let us examine here as well. How do its words contradict
each other? It is written, "Do not answer a fool according
to his foolishness" (Prov 26:4) and "Answer a fool
according to his foolishness" (Prov 26:5) (Babylonian
Talmud, Sabbath 30b)
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Do not answer a fool according to his foolishness, lest you
become also like him. (5) Answer a fool according to his
foolishness, lest he be wise in his own eyes. (Prov 26:4-5)
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References to a Fixed Canon Before Yavneh

Josephus on the Tanach

"For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another, [as
the Greeks have,] but only twenty-two books, which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly
believed to be divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of
mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to the time from the death of
Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote
down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for
the conduct of human life. It is true, our history has been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but has not been
esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there has not been an exact succession of
prophets since that time; and how firmly we have given credit to these books of our own nation is evident by what we
do; for during so many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold as either to add any thing to them,
to take any thing from them, or to make any change in them; but it is become natural to all Jews immediately,
and from their very birth, to esteem these books to contain Divine doctrlnes, and to persist in them, and, if
occasion be willingly to die for them." (Josephus, Against Apion 1.38-42 [1:8])'

Moses Prophets Hymns and Precepts for the Conduct

1. (1) Genesis 6. (1) Joshua of Human Life
2. (2) Exodus 7. (2) Judges-Ruth 19. (1) Psalms
3. (3) Leviticus 8. (3) Samuel 20. (2) Proverbs
4. (4) Numbers 9. (4) Kings 21. (3) Song of Songs
5. (5) Deuteronomy 10. (5) Isaiah 22. (4) Ecclesiastes

11. (6) Jeremiah-

Lamentations

12. (7) Ezekiel

13. (8) Twelve Prophets

14. (9) Job

15. (10) Esther

16. (11) Daniel

17. (12) Ezra-Nehemiah

18. (13) Chronicles
4QMMT* (4Q397) Frgs. 14-21 Line 10

"We [have written] to you, in order for you to gain | 5jyia1 oxa[in Jooafy] Sdin 9902 panw n2Yx vi[an)
understanding in the Book of Moshe, and in the Book[s of [
the PJrophets and in David."

Ben Sira, Prologue

"[1-14] Whereas many great teachings have been given to us through the law and the prophets and the others that
followed them, on account of which we should praise Israel for instruction and wisdom; and since it is necessary not
only that the readers themselves should acquire understanding but also that those who love learning should be able to
help the outsiders by both speaking and writing, my grandfather Yeshua [Ben Sira], after devoting himself especially to
the reading of the law and the prophets and the other books of our fathers, and after acquiring considerable
proficiency in them, was himself also led to write something pertaining to instruction and wisdom, in order that, by
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becoming conversant with this also, those who love learning should make even greater progress in living according to
the law. [15-26] You are urged therefore to read with good will and attention, and to be indulgent in cases where,
despite out diligent labor in translating, we may seem to have rendered some phrases imperfectly. For what was
originally expressed in Hebrew does not have exactly the same sense when translated into another language. Not only
this work, but even the law itself, the prophecies, and the rest of the books differ not a little as originally
expressed." (Ben Sira 0:1-26)

Ben Sira ¢c.175 BCE | Sadducee | 1) Torah | 2) Prophets | 3) Other that followed/ other books of our fathers/
the rest of the books

AQMMT® c. 100 BCE | Essene 1) Moses | 2) Prophets | 3) David

Josephus | c. 70 CE Pharisee | 1) Moses | 2) Prophets | 3) hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of
human life

4Ezra 14:44-47 [pre-70 CE]

(19) Then | answered and said, "Let me speak in your presence, Lord. (20) For behold, | will go, as you have
commanded me, and | will rebuke the people who are now living; but who will warn those who will be born afterwards?
For the world lies in darkness, and its inhabitants are without light. (21) For your law has been burned, and so no
one knows the things which have been done or will be done by you. (22) If then | have found favor before you,
send the holy spirit into me, and | will write everything that has happened in the world from the beginning, the things
which were written in your law, that men may be able to find the path, and that those who wish to live in the last days
may live." (23) He answered me and said... (24) But prepare for yourself many writing tablets, and take with you Sarea,
Dabria, Selemia, Ethanus, and Asiel - these five, because they are trained to write rapidly;... (42) And the Most High
gave understanding to the five men, and by turns they wrote what was dictated, in characters which they did not know.
They sat forty days, and wrote during the daytime, and ate their bread at night. (43) As for me, | spoke in the daytime
and was not silent at night. (44) So during the forty days, ninety-four books were written. (45) And when the forty
days were ended, the Most High spoke to me, saying, "Make public the twenty-four books that you wrote first
and let the worthy and the unworthy read them; (46) but keep the seventy that were written last, in order to
give them to the wise among your people. (47) For in them is the spring of understanding, the fountain of wisdom,
and the river of knowledge." (48) And | did so.

Copies of Scripture in Temple

Josephus referring to Nu 20:7-11

"A writing deposited in the temple attests that God foretold to Moses that water would thus spring forth from the rock."
(Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 3.38 [3.1.7])

Josephus referring to the Song of Ha’azinu (Dt 32)

"Then [Moses] recited to them a poem in hexameter verse, which he has moreover bequeathed in a book preserved in
the temple, containing a prediction of future events, in accordance with which all has come and is coming to pass, the
seer having in no whit strayed from the truth." (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 4.303 [4.8.44])

Josephus referring to Joshua 10:12

"That the length of the day was increased on that occasion and surpassed the customary measure, is attested by
Scriptures that are laid up in the temple." (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 5.61 [5.1.17])

Josephus Describing the Victory Parade in Rome

"The spoils in general were borne in promiscuous heaps; but conspicuous above all stood out those captured in the
temple at Jerusalem. These consisted of a golden table, many talents in weight, and a lampstand, like wise made of
gold, but constructed on a different pattern from those which we use in ordinary life. Affixed to a pedestal was a central
shaft, from which were extended slender branches, arranged trident fashion, a wrought lamp being attached to the
extremity of each branch; of these were seven, indicating the honour paid to that number among the Jews. After
these, and last of all the spoils, was carried a copy of the Jewish Law. Then followed a large party carrying images of
victory, all made of ivory and gold. Behind them drove Vespasian, followed by Titus; while Domitian rode beside them,
in magnificent apparel and mounted on a steed that was itself a sight... The triumphal ceremonies being concluded and
the empire of the Romans established on the firmest foundation, Vespasian decided to erect a temple of peace... Here
too, he laid up the vessels of gold from the temple of the Jews, on which he prided himself; but their Law and the
purple hangings of the sanctuary he ordered to be deposited and kept in the palace." (Josephus, War of the
Jews 7.148-162 [7.7.3-5])

Synagogue of Severus
[Roman Emporer Septimius Severus (192-211 CE)?]

These are the words written [differently] in the Torah that 12 NPT NXNMIINA JNOT NN M NPT
was taken captive from Jerusalem and brought up to NI Y OO 3—,‘759) NTPAVA  0YWYD

Rome and was housed in the Synagogue of Severus...
(Bereshit Rabbati on Genesis 45:8 [11th Century]) TPWRII DY 21137 JPUNTT) DIDIDNT KNWiId1
([11-n NN N: N

Early Rabbinic Literature on Temple Manuscript(s)

‘ 3 Temple-Courtyard Manuscripts ‘ N97Y2 INNNII) 09990 /) ‘
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"There were three manuscripts in the Temple-Courtyard:
the Ma‘'oni Manuscript, the Za‘atutei Manuscript, and the
Hi’ Manuscript. In one of them it was written, "The ancient
God is a dwelling (me‘on yiyn)" and in two it was written
"The ancient God is a dwelling (me‘onah nyiyn)". They
confirmed the two and invalidated the one. In one they
found written, "And he sent the youths (za‘atutei »vyoyy) of
the children of Israel" and in two it was written, "And he
sent the youths (na‘arei »ay) of the children of Israel" (Ex
24:5). They confirmed the two and invalidated the one. In
one they found written nine times "she" [spelled he-yod-
aleph »n] and in two written eleven times "she" [spelled
he-yod-aleph »on]. They confirmed the two and
invalidated the one. (Jerusalem Talmud, Ta‘anit 4:2 68a)

990) MNYN I9D :NIYD INSND] DD YOV
MON PV’ 2IND INND TAND N 79D YVILVMN
D7) 'OTP SNON N 2IND 0NV DT
2IND INYD TAND .TAN 1DV OIW INMPI (¥I:)D
NYYIY 21ND DIV 'HNIY 12 OVIVYT NN NOYOY
DNV IDMOPY (N:TD MNY) OXIY NI MY NN
DMWY N YUN 2IND INSD TN .TOX DY)
STNN DV DY P NN NIYY NNX 2IND

T(N,ND 27 DN 215U TndN)

In one they found written eleven times "she" [spelled he-
vav-aleph x] and in two written eleven times "she"
[spelled he-yod-aleph n»on]. They confirmed the two and
invalidated the one. (Jerusalem Talmud, Ta'anit 4:2 68a)

INND DY) /NI VY THN 2IND INND TN
DNV INMPY TN 1PV /N WY TANR 2IND
(129 ©299Y0 NHYUN)

"Rabbi Yosi said: This is the manuscript currently found at
Beth Maon [near Tiberias]." (Avot DeRabbi Natan B §46)

QN A2 RNV 90 NID DT OO 027 NN
(1,72 11 %297 MAaN)

"The ancient God is a dwelling (me‘onah nyyn)" (Dt 33:27)

(¥2:20 ©27) 7OTR XNON MY

"And he sent the youths (na‘arei »y) of the children of
Israel, and they offered burnt-offerings, and they
slaughtered peace-offerings to YHWH, bulls." (Ex 24:5)

N | NDY VYN ONIYY N3 Y)Y NN nbvm
(N: 12 MNY) 0”9 -n-nb Dm‘:w DN

Spelling of 'she' in the
Torah
(BHS based on Leningrad
Manuscript)

x17 NN
x191 NN
x433 NN
x1 NOND] XINN
PP

Proofreading the Temple-Courtyard Manuscript on the
Intervening Days of Holidays (Chol Ha-Moed)

IWN2 NHTYN 999 HIN

It is forbidden to write books, phylacteries, and Mezuzahs
on the intervening days of holidays, and it is even
forbidden to correct a single letter in the Temple-
Courtyard manuscript [on the intervening days of
holidays]. (Mishnah, Mo‘ed Katan 3:4)

PRI TIINT MDD PYON DID0 Pamd PR
P(NYN RPD) NIY 1902 DN N NMIX PN
(10 90p 19 ,Mavn)

Proofreading the King's Torah According to the
Temple-Courtyard Manuscript

NITYN 999 9 HY 19190 YW NPINN 9199 NN

'[He shall write for himself this copy of the Torah in a
book] in the presence of the priests and Levites' (Dt
17:18) - Meaning it must be proofread in the presence of
the priests and Levites. 'In a book' - Meaning upon the
leather of a clean animal, and it is proofread against the
Temple Courtyard manuscript by a court of seventy-one."
(Sifrei Deuteronomy §160 on Dt 17:18-19)

NN - (N DM2T) 'ONDN DNNON NN
D7) 90 DY .ONYN DNNON MNADN NN
9901 19 DN NNNV NNNA NY O DY - (V: D
09934 9990) .TNN) DYV DV PT N2 19 DY NNY

Y(0r-n2:1 09927 5y Op

"And it will be when he sits on the throne of his kingdom,
He shall write for himself this copy of the Torah in a book
in the presence of the priests and Levites. (19) And it shall
be with him and he shall read it all his days, in order that
he learn to fear YHWH his God, to keep all the words of
this Torah, and these statutes to do them. (Dt 17:18-19)

XD 2N 1R22NN NI DY INAvI MDY (M)
tmb-r D”)2D >Jsbn 990 DYy NN3ID NDIRD MYN
TR WNT 110 M) 92 12 NIPY By DM (1V2)
NAD 127 73 NN mwb mbN mn NN mvb
- DMIT) onw‘: 'I'JN'I DYPND NN NNAD
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The Salary of the Temple-Courtyard Manuscript

DITYN 999 DM JY DIV




Proofreaders

Rabbi Acha, Rabbi Tanchum bar Chiyah in the name of | YNY)W %19 DWa 77N 92 OININD 127 XNON 29

Rabt])ci Simlai:  The Tem;;le-Courtyard I\gfanuscrip’; 79U ININND JIOY PHLN NNRYN 9D SN
Proofreaders take their salary from the heave-offerings o v .
the Temple chamber. (Jerusalem Talmud, Shekalim 4:2 (%0 2:9 ﬂ’b‘p\’) SOV T15N)

48a)

Hellenistic Parallels
"In 330 B.C. the orator Lycurgus carried a decree to the effect that an official copy of the works of the three great
Tragedians should be preserved in the public archives... ‘and the town clerk was ordered to read it over to the actors’ in
order that they might bring their texts into agreement with it. ...this official copy... afterwards came into the possession
of the Alexandrine Library..." (F.W. Hall, A Companion to Classical Texts, Oxford 1913 p.29)
Lives of the Ten Orators: Lycurgus
"[Lycurgus] also introduced laws:... the law that bronze statues of the poets Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides be
erected, that their tragedies be written out and kept in a public depository, and that the clerk of the State read them to
the actors who were to perform their plays for comparlson of the texts and that it be unlawful to departs from the
authorized text in acting." (Lives of the Ten Orators §841F*)

(8)[38] ou uupm(BEg Bt B)\lmv €101 ‘ITC(p muv AOULPIVEV Kol uo()(ouevmv, 5uo 8¢ uovcx npog Tols elkoot P B}\la TOU
rrowTog sxovw( xpovou TT]V avaypo«bnv To Sikaleds Trschsuusva [39] KO(l TOUTWV TEVTE usv EOTI Mwuoscog a ToUs TE
VOHOUS nepnexeu Kol TT]V o owepmrroyowo(g TopaSoctv usxpl TT]S‘ auToU Ts)\sumg OUTog O XPOvos GOAeiTeE!l
Tploxl)\lcov oAy ETav. [40] omo 55 Tng Mmuoscos Ts}\sumg HEXP! Tng ApTaﬁspgou TOU pETO 2 spﬁnv ﬂspcmv Baol)\ecog
01 HETO Moouonv npod)nTou TG KOT oUTOUS Trpa)(eevw( ouvsypoupow EV TpIol KO(I SEKO( B B)\lOlS al 65 Aoirral Tsooapss
uuvous slg Tov Beov KO(l Tols avepmnmg Unoenkag ToU Blou ‘ITEplEXOUOl\) [41] amo 8¢ ApTch,spgou usxpl Tou kb’ Nuas
XPOVOU YEYPOTITOI UEV EKAGTOL, mOTews 8 oux ouoms nﬁlcoTou TolS 1Tp0 AUTWOV 610( TO UM ysvsoeon ™y TOJV 1Tpo¢>nTcov
akp1pn 610(50xnv [42] Snhov & 0TIV spyoa, TWS nuslg 1Tpocnusv Tols 18iots ypauuacn TOGOUTOU yap oucovog ndn
rrapcoxnkm'og OUTE npoceswm TIS oudev OUTE o«bs)\slv AUTCOV OUTE psTaeewou TsTo)\unKev TFCXOI 65 cupq)UTov eoTIvV eUbus
EK TTPWTTS YEVECEWS loudaiols T vouiletv auTa Beol SOYUaTo KO TOUTOLS EHMEVELV Kol UTEP aUTAIV, €1 S€ot, Bunoketv
nSéwas. (Josephus, Against Apion 1.38-42)
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* Plutarch, Moralia, Vol. X (Loeb Classical Library), translated by H.N. Fowler, William Heinemann, Ltd, London 1949, pp.396-
399.
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