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Dt 17 — The Torah’s Supreme Court

(8) When a matter is too difficult for you
for judgment, between blood and blood,
between verdict and verdict, and between
plague and plague, or matters of dispute in
your gates, you shall arise and go up to the
place which YHWH your Elohim will
choose. (9) And you shall come to the
Levitical priests or to the Judge who will
be in those days, and you will seek (ve-
darashta HVIM) and they will tell you the
matter of judgment. (10) And you will do
according to the matter that they tell you
from that place which YHWH chooses, and
you will diligently do according to all
that they teach you. (11) According to the
instruction (forah) that they teach you and
the judgment that they tell you, you must
do, you must not turn from the matter
which they tell you right or left. (12) And
the man who acts presumptuously by
disobeying the priest who stands to serve
YHWH your Elohim there or the Judge, that
man shall die, and you shall purge evil
from Israel. (13) And all the nation shall
listen and fear, that they shall no longer act
presumptuously. (Dt 17:8-13 [NG])
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Oral Torah Grants Rabbis Authority

“No man should say: In matters such as
these I will not obey the elders'
commands, since such commands are not
to be found in the Torah. To a man who
does say such a thing, the Holy One,
blessed be He, replies: No, My son!
Whatever laws the elders decree for you,
obey, for it is said that you are to act
According to the law which they shall
teach thee (Deut. 17:11). Even for Me
they decree things, as is said Whenever
thou decreest a thing, He shall obey
thee. (Job 22:28).” (Peskita Rabbati §3h)
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“Right of left” (Dt 17:11) — Even if they
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! Translation from Pesikta Rabbati: Discourses for Feasts, Fasts, and Special Sabbaths, translated from the
Hebrew by William G. Braude, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968, p.60




instruct you that right is left or left is right,
you must obey them. (Sifre Deuteronomy
§154 on Deuteronomy 17:11]).
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“And to the judge who will be in those
day” (Dt 17:9) — Even if he is not like the
rest of the judges who were before him,
you must obey him; you have no other
besides the judge who is in your days.
(Rashi on Dt 17:9)
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Supposed Revelatio

n of the Oral Torah

Babylonian Talmud, Berachot 5a
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Rabbi Levy bar Chama said in the name of
Rabbi Simeon ben Lakish: What is meant
by the verse: ‘And I will give you the
tablets of stone, the law, and the
commandment which I have written to
teach them.” (Exodus 24:12). Tablets refers
to the ten commandments; law refers to the
Torah; and the commandment refers to the
Mishnah; which I have written refers to the
Prophets and the Writings; fo teach them
refers to the Talmud. This teaches us that
all of them were given to Moses at Sinai.
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Exodus Rabbah §47:1

N: 3 YYD ,(NID) NAY MY

When the Almighty revealed Himself at
Sinai in order to give the Torah to Israel, he
recited to Moses in due order the
Scriptures, the Mishnah, the Talmud and
the Agadah [=Midrash], as it is written,
“And God spoke all these things” (Ex
20:1). Even that which a student asks his
Rabbi, did the Almighty tell over to
Moses at that time. After he learned it
from the mouth of the Almighty, [Moses]
said: ‘Master of the universe! Let me write
it for them.” [The Almighty] replied: ‘I do
not wish to give it to them [entirely] in
writing... but the Scriptures do I give to
them in writing while the Mishnah, the
Talmud, and the Agadah [=Midrash] I give
to them orally.’
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Oral Torah

is Lacking

(11) Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin
upon you this day is not too baffling for
you, nor is it beyond reach. (12) It is not in
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the heavens, that you should say, "Who
among us can go up to the heavens and get
it for us and impart it to us, that we may
observe it?" (13) Neither is it beyond the
sea, that you should say, "Who among us
can cross to the other side of the sea and
get it for us and impart it to us, that we may
observe it?" (14) No, the thing is very close
to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to
observe it. (Dt 30:11-14 [JPS])
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These are the commandments and
regulations that YHWH enjoined upon the
Israelites, through Moses, on the steppes of
Moab, at the Jordan near Jericho. (Nu
36:13 [JPS))
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Babylonian Talmud, Temurah 16a
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‘Rab Judah reported in the name of
Samuel: Three thousand halachot were
forgotten during the period of mourning for
Moses’. They said to Joshua: ‘Ask’; he
replied: It is not in heaven. They [the
Israelites] said to Samuel: ‘Ask’; he
replied: [Scripture says:] These are the
commandments, (Nu 36:13) implying [that
since the promulgation of these
commandments] no prophet has now the
right to introduce anything new.
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Said R. Isaac the Smith: Also the law
relating to a sin-offering whose owners
have died was forgotten during the period
of mourning for Moses. They [the
Israelites] said to Phinchas: ‘Ask’; he
replied to them: ‘It is not in heaven’. They
said to Eleazar: ‘Ask’. He replied: ‘These
are the commandments’, implying [that
since the promulgation of these
commandments] no prophet has now the
right to introduce anything new.
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Rab Judah reported in the name of Rab:
When Moses departed [this world] for the
Garden of Eden he said to Joshua: ‘Ask me
concerning all the doubts you have’. He
replied to him: ‘My Master, have I ever left
you for one hour and gone elsewhere? Did
you not write concerning me in the Torah:
But his servant Joshua the son of Nun
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departed not out of the tabernacle?
Immediately Joshua’s strength weakened
and he forgot three hundred halachot and
there arose [in his mind] seven hundred
doubts [concerning laws]...
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It has been taught: A thousand and seven
hundred kal vahomer and gezerah shavah
and specifications of the Scribes (dikdukei
sofrim ©MMNO OPYTPT) were forgotten
during the period of mourning for Moses.
Said R. Abbahu: Nevertheless Othniel the
son of Kenaz restored [these forgotten
teachings] as a result of his dialectics
(pilpul 91999), as it says: “And Othniel the
son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it
[=Kiryat Sefer]” (Jos 15:17). [Adapted
from Soncino]
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Rabbis Approach Scripture as a Ciphered Code

Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 29b
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Rab Judah said in the name of Rab, When
Moses ascended on high he found the Holy
One, blessed be He, engaged in affixing
coronets to the letters. Said Moses, ‘Lord
of the Universe, Who stays Thy hand?’ He
answered, ‘There will arise a man, at the
end of many generations, Akiba b. Joseph
by name, who will expound upon each
tittle heaps and heaps of laws’. ‘Lord of the
Universe’, said Moses; ‘permit me to see
him’. He replied, ‘Turn thee round’. Moses
went and sat down behind eight rows [and
listened to the discourses upon the law].
Not being able to follow their arguments he
was ill at ease, but when they came to a
certain subject and the disciples said to the
master ‘“Whence do you know it?’ and the
latter replied ‘It is a law given unto Moses
at Sinai’ he was comforted. Thereupon he
returned to the Holy One, blessed be He,
and said, ‘Lord of the Universe, Thou hast
such a man and Thou givest the Torah by
me!’ He replied, ‘Be silent, for such is My
decree’. [Soncino]
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Story of Rabban bar Nachmani

| (18) When an inflammation appears on the | : N973) | PNV 172 12 Md D w2 () |




skin of one's body and it heals, (19) and a
white swelling or a white discoloration
streaked with red develops where the
inflammation was, he shall present himself
to the priest. (20) If the priest finds that it
appears lower than the rest of the skin and
that the hair in it has turned white, the
priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a
leprous affection that has broken out in the
inflammation. (Lev 13:18-20 [JPS])
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Babylonian Talmud, Baba Metzia 86a
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Now, they were disputing in the Heavenly
Academy thus: If the discoloration
preceded the white hair, he is unclean; if
the reverse, he is clean. If [the order is] in
doubt — the Holy One, blessed be He,
ruled, He 1is clean; whilst the entire
Heavenly Academy (metivta dereki‘a
NYPIT XN2NN) maintained, He is unclean.
Who shall decide it? said they. — Rabbah
b. Nahmani; for he said, I am pre-eminent
in the laws of leprosy and tents. A
messenger was sent for him, but the Angel
of Death could not approach him, because
he did not interrupt his studies [even for a
moment]. In the meantime, a wind blew
and caused a rustling in the bushes, when
he imagined it to be a troop of soldiers.
‘Let me die,” he exclaimed, ‘rather than be
delivered into the hands of the State. As he
was dying, he exclaimed, ‘Clean, clean!’
when a Heavenly Voice cried out, ‘Happy
art thou, O Rabbah b. Nahmani, whose
body is pure and whose soul had departed
in purity!” A missive fell from Heaven in
Pumbeditha, [upon which was written,]
‘Rabbah b. Nahmani has been summoned
by the Heavenly Academy (veshivah shel
ma ‘alah noyn Sv nW). [Adapted from
Soncino]
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Is the Idea of “Sanhedrin” from the Torah?

Y27 sanhedrin: Tanach: 0x; Mishnah: 10x; Babylonian Talmud: 74x; Jerusalem
Talmud: 46x; Josephus: 39x; New Testament: 22x.




Sanhedrin is a Greek Word
“cuvedplov, To [sunedrion, to], a body of men assembled in council, a council-board,
council... of the Roman Senate... the Jewish Sanhedrin...” (Liddell and Scott, An
Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon, p.771a)

Mishnah’s Definition of Sanhedrins
“The major Sanhedrin was of seventy-one [members] and the minor Sanhedrin of twenty-
three.” (Mishnah, Sanhedrin 1:6)

First Historical Reference to Sanhedrins (57 BCE)
...Gabinius [the Roman governor of Syria]... brought Hyrcanus [II] to Jerusalem, and
committed the care of the temple to him. And when he had ordained five councils
[= ouvedpia sunedria “Sanhedrins”], he distributed the nation into the same number of
parts. So these councils governed the people; the first was at Jerusalem, the second at
Gadara, the third at Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth at Sepphoris in Galilee.
So the Jews were now freed from monarchic authority, and were governed by an
aristocracy. (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 14:5:4 (14:91) [Whiston Translation])

Supposed Biblical Source for Sanhedrin

(16) Then YHWH said to Moses, "Gather for
Me seventy of Israel's elders of whom you
have experience as elders and officers of
the people, and bring them to the Tent of
Meeting and let them take their place there
with you. (17) I will come down and speak
with you there, and I will draw upon the
spirit that is on you and put it upon them;
they shall share the burden of the people
with you, and you shall not bear it alone...
(24) Moses went out and reported the
words of YHWH to the people. He gathered
seventy of the people's elders and stationed
them around the Tent. (25) Then YHWH
came down in a cloud and spoke to him;
He drew upon the spirit that was on him
and put it upon the seventy elders. And
when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied, but did not continue. (26) Two
men, one named Eldad and the other
Medad, had remained in camp; yet the
spirit rested upon them - they were among
those recorded, but they had not gone out
to the Tent - and they prophesied in the
camp. (27) A youth ran out and told Moses,
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? “They did [not] further” 19D yasafu 9.9.> ysf Qal perfect 3rd plural (pausal form). But not 199 yasufu
“they did [not] cease” (so KJV!) = 930 imperfect 3rd masculine plural (pausal form), compare Nu 30:8
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saying, "Eldad and Medad are acting the
prophet in the camp!" (28) And Joshua son
of Nun, Moses' attendant from his youth,
spoke up and said, "My lord Moses,
restrain them!" (29) But Moses said to him,
"Are you wrought up on my account?
Would that all YHWH's people were
prophets, that YHWH put His spirit upon
them!" (Nu 11:16-17, 26-29 [Adapted from
JPS))

The Torah’s Judicial System
Jethro’s Suggestion

(12) And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law,
brought a burnt offering and sacrifices for
God; and Aaron came with all the elders of
Israel to partake of the meal before God
with Moses' father-in-law. (13) Next day,
Moses sat as judge among the people,
while the people stood about Moses from
morning until evening. (14) But when
Moses' father-in-law saw how much he had
to do for the people, he said, "What is this
thing that you are doing to the people?
Why do you act alone, while all the people
stand about you from morning until
evening?" (15) Moses replied to his father-
in-law, "It is because the people come to
me to inquire of God (lidrosh elohim
DNYN ¥IT9). (16) When they have a
dispute, it comes before me, and I decide
between one person and another, and I
make known the laws and teachings of
God." (17) But Moses' father-in-law said to
him, "The thing you are doing is not right;
(18) you will surely wear yourself out, and
these people as well. For the task is too
heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. (19)
Now listen to me. I will give you counsel,
and God be with you! You represent the
people before God: you bring the
disputes before God, (20) and warn them
concerning the laws and the teachings, and
make known to them the way they are to go
and the practices they are to follow. (21)
You shall also seek out from among all the
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people capable men who fear God,
trustworthy men who spurn ill-gotten gain.
Set these over them as chiefs of thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens, and (22) let
them judge the people at all times. Have
them bring every major dispute to you,
but let them decide every minor dispute
themselves. Make it easier for yourself by
letting them share the burden with you.
(23) If you do this - and God so
commands you - you will be able to bear
up; and all these people too will go home
unwearied." (24) Moses heeded his father-
in-law and did just as he had said. (25)
Moses chose capable men out of all Israel,
and appointed them heads over the people -
chiefs of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and
tens; (26) and they judged the people at all
times: the difficult matters they would
bring to Moses, and all the minor
matters they would decide themselves.
(Ex 18:12-26 [Adapted from JPS])
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The Pyramidical Judicial System

Judge of 10s Judge of 50s Judge of 100s | Judge of 1000s
600,000 males 60,000 12,000 6000 600
Total number of lower judges: 78,600

Judge of 10s Judge of 50s Judge of 100s | Judge of 1000s
600,000 males 60,000 1,200 12 X

(11) May YHWH, the God of your fathers,
increase your numbers a thousandfold, and
bless you as He promised you.- (12) How
can I bear unaided the trouble of you, and
the burden, and the bickering! (13) Pick
from each of your tribes men who are wise,
discerning, and experienced, and 1 will
appoint them as your heads." (14) You
answered me and said, "What you propose
to do is good." (15) So I took your tribal
leaders, wise and experienced men, and
appointed them heads over you: chiefs of
thousands, chiefs of hundreds, chiefs of
fifties, and chiefs of tens, and officials for
your tribes. (16) And I commanded your
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judges at that times saying,... for judgment
belongs to YHWH, and the matter that is too
difficult for you, you will approach me, and
I will make it known. (Dt 1:11-17)
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The Lower Courts

Judges and magistrates you shall appoint
for yourselves in all your gates which
YHWH your Elohim gives you, according to
your tribes; and they shall judge the nation
righteous judgment. (Dt 16:18 [NG])
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Does the Torah Allow Vigilantism?

(6) Just then one of the Israelites came and
brought a Midianite woman over to his
companions, in the sight of Moses and of
the whole Israelite community who were
weeping at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting. (7) When Phinehas, son of
Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, saw this,
he left the assembly and, taking a spear in
his hand, (8) he followed the Israelite into
the chamber and stabbed both of them, the
Israelite and the woman, through the belly.
Then the plague against the Israelites was
checked. (Nu 25:6-8 [JPS])

ON 2772 N2 ONIY 7an vIN MM ()
b: mvbw nvn ’mb PTHD NN PN
‘:v-m NN 0’2 NPN) | bmw’ N3 NTY
AR RE! ‘132’??.3 12 ONY9 NI (7) TN
23722 NI NP NTYN TIRN 0P 1)0DD
NAPD SN ONIYY YN NN NI (D)
) bm\w YR NN DDV NN TP
3 Syn N9IND XYM | ANIAP bN NYND

(N-3:15 '\:rrm) bm\w

Context of Phinehas’ Action

And Moses said to the judges of Israel,
‘Kill each man his people who are clinging
to Ba‘al Pe‘or.” (Nu 25:5)

NN | HNIY? Y09V DN NYN NN (M)
92703) :7IY9 YYAY DITHVIN PYIN VN
(N: 15

The Torah’s S

upreme Court

(8) When a matter is too difficult for you
for judgment, between blood and blood,
between verdict and verdict, and between
plague and plague, or matters of dispute in
your gates, you shall arise and go up to the
place which YHWH your Elohim will
choose. (9) And you shall come to the
Levitical priests or to the Judge who will
be in those days, and you will inquire
(ve-darashta /¥9)) and they will tell you
the matter of judgment. (10) And you will
do according to the matter that they tell you
from that place which YHWH chooses, and
you will diligently do according to all
that they teach you. (11) According to the
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instruction (forah) that they teach you and
the judgment that they tell you, you must
do, you must not turn from the matter
which they tell you right or left. (12) And
the man who acts presumptuously by
disobeying the priest who stands to serve
YHWH your Elohim there or the Judge, that
man shall die, and you shall purge evil
from Israel. (13) And all the nation shall
listen and fear, that they shall no longer act
presumptuously. (Dt 17:8-13 [NG])
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Examples of “The Judge Who Will Be in Those Days”

Moses (prophet)
Joshua — Nu 27:18-21 (prophet)

Eli — 1Sam 4:18 (high priest)

h‘\C’S>°.\‘S’\.V‘:b.‘”!\’.*‘

Pinchas (Phinehas) — Jos 22:13 (high priest)

‘Otni’el ben K’naz (Othniel) — Jud 3:10 (spirit of YHWH)

D’vorah (Deborah) — Jud 4:4 (prophetess)

Gid‘on (Gideon) — “and the spirit of YHWH donned Gideon” (Jud 6:34)
Yiftach (Jephthah) Jud 11:29 (spirit of YHWH)

Shimshon (Samson) — Jud 13:25 (spirit of YHWH)

0 Shmu’el (Samuel) — 1Sam 7:15 (prophet)

Anointed King functions as Judge

“And they said to him... now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” (1Sam

8:5)

David (and Absalom) as Judges

(2) Absalom used to rise early and stand by
the road to the city gates; and whenever a
man had a case that was to come before the
king for judgment, Absalom would call out
to him, "What town are you from?" And
when he answered, "Your servant is from
such and such a tribe in Israel," (3)
Absalom would say to him, "It is clear that
your claim is right and just, but there is no
one assigned to you by the king to hear it."
(4) And Absalom went on, "If only I were
appointed judge in the land and everyone
with a legal dispute came before me, I
would see that he got his rights." (5) And if
a man approached to bow to him, Absalom
would extend his hand and take hold of
him and kiss him. (6) Absalom did this to
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every Israelite who came to the king for
judgment. Thus Absalom won away the
hearts of the men of Israel. (2Sam 15:2-6
[Adapted from JPS])

Shlomoh (Solomon) as a Judge

(5) At Gibeon YHWH appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask,
what shall I grant you?" (6) Solomon said,
"You dealt most graciously with Your
servant my father David, because he
walked before You in faithfulness and
righteousness and in integrity of heart. You
have continued this great kindness to him
by giving him a son to occupy his throne,
as is now the case. (7) And now, O YHWH
my God, You have made Your servant king
in place of my father David; but I am a
young lad, with no experience in
leadership. (8) Your servant finds himself
in the midst of the people You have
chosen, a people too numerous to be
numbered or counted. (9) Grant, then,
Your servant an understanding mind to
judge Your people, to distinguish
between good and bad; for who can
judge this vast people of Yours?" (10)
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had
asked for this. (11) And God said to him,
"Because you asked for this - you did not
ask for long life, you did not ask for riches,
you did not ask for the life of your
enemies, but you asked for discernment in
dispensing judgment - (12) I now do as
you have spoken. I grant you a wise and
discerning mind; there has never been
anyone like you before, nor will anyone
like you arise again. (13) And I also grant
you what you did not ask for - both riches
and glory all your life - the like of which
no king has ever had. (14) And I will
further grant you long life, if you will walk
in My ways and observe My laws and
commandments, as did your father
David."... [...story of cutting the baby in
half...] (28) When all Israel heard the
decision that the king had rendered, they
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stood in awe of the king; for they saw that
he possessed divine wisdom to execute
judgment. (1Ki 3:5-14, 28 [JPS])

Future Davidic Messiah will be a Prophetic Judge

(1) But a shoot shall grow out of the stump
of Jesse, A twig shall sprout from his stock.
(2) The spirit of YHWH shall rest upon him:
A spirit of wisdom and insight, A spirit of
counsel and valor, A spirit of devotion and
reverence for YHWH. (3) He shall sense the
truth by his reverence for YHWH: He shall
not judge by what his eyes behold, Nor
decide by what his ears perceive. (4)
Thus he shall judge the poor with equity
And decide with justice for the lowly of the
land. He shall strike down a land with the
rod of his mouth And slay the wicked with
the breath of his lips. (5) Justice shall be
the girdle of his loins, And faithfulness the
girdle of his waist. (Isa 11:1-5 [JPS])
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Function of High Court: 5 Biblical Precedents

1) Second Passover

(5) and they offered the passover sacrifice
in the first month, on the fourteenth day of
the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of
Sinai. Just as YHWH had commanded
Moses, so the Israelites did. (6) But there
were some men who were unclean by
reason of a corpse and could not offer the
passover sacrifice on that day. Appearing
that same day before Moses and Aaron, (7)
those men said to them, "Unclean though
we are by reason of a corpse, why must we
be debarred from presenting YHWH's
offering at its set time with the rest of the
Israelites?" (8) Moses said to them,
"Stand by, and let me hear what
instructions YHWH gives about you." (9)
And YHWH spoke to Moses, saying: (10)
Speak to the Israelite people, saying: When
any of you or of your posterity who are
defiled by a corpse or are on a long journey
would offer a passover sacrifice to YHWH,
(11) they shall offer it in the second month,
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on the fourteenth day of the month, at
twilight. They shall eat it with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs, (12) and they shall
not leave any of it over until morning. They
shall not break a bone of it. They shall offer
it in strict accord with the law of the
passover sacrifice. (13) But if a man who is
clean and not on a journey refrains from
offering the passover sacrifice, that person
shall be cut off from his kin, for he did not
present YHWH's offering at its set time; that
man shall bear his guilt. (14) And when a
stranger who resides with you would offer
a passover sacrifice to YHWH, he must offer
it in accordance with the rules and rites of
the passover sacrifice. There shall be one
law for you, whether stranger or citizen of
the country. (Nu 9:5-14 [JPS])

INDD YYD 2PN ND M 2R 0
9 DIAN NN OI) () : NIND WND R
JOAYNI NDID NPND N2 NDY NWY)
"ubw D22 MM NN NPN | DYy )2

(T-1: 0 12702) : \IND NN

2) The Gatherer of Sticks

(32) Once, when the Israelites were in the
wilderness, they came upon a man
gathering wood on the sabbath day. (33)
Those who found him as he was gathering
wood brought him before Moses, Aaron,
and the whole community. (34) He was
placed in custody, for it had not been
specified what should be done to him.
(35) Then YHWH said to Moses, "The man
shall be put to death: the whole community
shall pelt him with stones outside the
camp." (36) So the whole community took
him outside the camp and stoned him to
death - as YHWH had commanded Moses.
(Nu 15:32-36 [JPS])*
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3) The Man Who

Cursed the Name

(10) And a son of Israelite woman who was
the son of an Egyptian man in the midst of
the children of Israel went out; and the son
of the Israelite woman and an Israelite man
fought in the camp. (11) And the son of the
Israelite woman uttered the name and
cursed and they brought him to Moshe; and
the name of his mother was Shlomit
daughter of Divri of the tribe of Dan. (12)
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And they placed him under guard to
clarify for themselves by the mouth of
YHWH. (13) And YHWH spoke to Moshe
saying, (14) Bring out the one who cursed
outside the camp and all those who heard
shall lean their hands on his head and the
entire congregation shall stone him. (15)
And to the children of Israel speak, saying,
Any man who curses his God, shall bear
his sin. (16) But if he utters the name
YHWH [when he curses] he shall surely be
put to death, the entire congregation shall
stone him; both the stranger and the native-
born shall be put to death when they utter it
[with a curse]... (23) And Moshe spoke to
the children of Israel and they brought out
the one who cursed outside the camp and
they stoned him with stones, and the
children of Israel did as YHWH commanded
Moshe. (Lev 24:10-23)
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4a) The Daughte

rs of Zelophehad

(1) The daughters of Zelophehad, of
Manassite family - son of Hepher son of
Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son
of Joseph - came forward. The names of
the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah. (2) They stood before
Moses, Eleazar the priest, the chieftains,
and the whole assembly, at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting, and they said, (3)
"Our father died in the wilderness. He was
not one of the faction, Korah's faction,
which banded together against YHWH, but
died for his own sin; and he has left no
sons. (4) Let not our father's name be lost
to his clan just because he had no son! Give
us a holding among our father's kinsmen!"
(5) Moses brought their case before
YHWH. (6) And YHWH said to Moses, (7)
"The plea of Zelophehad's daughters is just:
you should give them a hereditary holding
among their father's kinsmen; transfer their
father's share to them. (8) "Further, speak
to the Israelite people as follows: ‘If a man
dies without leaving a son, you shall
transfer his property to his daughter. (9) If

TY23 12 790 12 TNIZY NN NIIPM (N)
a0 12 NYID NNAYNY NYIN 12 910 12
N2 1Y) N9Nn P2 Niny noNy |
YN >39b MTHYM (1) NI N9
521 DNOWIN 299 0IN wbu >39b1
WAN () :IONRY TYIN SN NNY | NTYD
DIYD TIN2 M ND NI 127N NN
INVND YD | NIP NTY2 MM DY OITYIN
DY Y N2 (T) 19 YD XY DN NY
MM 132 0 PN D IRNYR TIND 1IN
2992 (M) AN NN TIN2 MINN N
PN (1) YD 219V J10IUN NN NYN
TNOIY N2 12 (}) : XY NYND SN MM
TN2 190 MNX 0N PR M) NI2T
VAN nbm N PI2YD) | ODPAN NN
| 9IN? 921N bmw 32 9N) (M) 09
NN DR 19 PR 1 M 0D WN
oRNN | N2 19 PR ON) (V) - 1119 nom
| NN 19 PR ON) () : PONY NN NN
ON) (N%) : AN SNNY mbm N OnNN
FINYYD IN9N) X 0PN v:mb DNNX PN
AN | ANN YD) IANYHRR PIN 2PN
MY YNNI VIVYN NPNY bmw’ ’::b

(N-N: 19 92703) : DY NN M)

1

5




he has no daughter, you shall assign his
property to his brothers. (10) If he has no
brothers, you shall assign his property to
his father's brothers. (11) If his father had
no brothers, you shall assign his property to
his nearest relative in his own clan, and he
shall inherit it." This shall be the law of
procedure for the Israelites, in
accordance with YHWH's command to
Moses." (Nu 27:1-11)

4b) The Daughters of Zelophehad (Part 2)

(1) The family heads in the clan of the
descendants of Gilead son of Machir son of
Manasseh, one of the Josephite clans, came
forward and appealed to Moses and the
chieftains, family heads of the Israelites.
(2) They said, "YHWH commanded my lord
to assign the land to the Israelites as shares
by lot, and my lord was further
commanded by YHWH to assign the share of
our kinsman Zelophehad to his daughters.
(3) Now, if they marry persons from
another Israelite tribe, their share will be
cut off from our ancestral portion and be
added to the portion of the tribe into which
they marry; thus our allotted portion will be
diminished. (4) And even when the
Israelites observe the jubilee, their share
will be added to that of the tribe into which
they marry, and their share will be cut off
from the ancestral portion of our tribe." (5)
So Moses, at YHWH's bidding, instructed
the Israelites, saying: "The plea of the
Josephite tribe is just. (6) This is what
YHWH has commanded concerning the
daughters of Zelophehad: They may
marry anyone they wish, provided they
marry into a clan of their father's tribe. (7)
No inheritance of the Israelites may pass
over from one tribe to another, but the
Israelites must remain bound each to the
ancestral portion of his tribe. (8) Every
daughter among the Israclite tribes who
inherits a share must marry someone from
a clan of her father's tribe, in order that
every Israelite may keep his ancestral
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share. (9) Thus no inheritance shall pass
over from one tribe to another, but the
Israelite tribes shall remain bound each to
its portion." (Nu 36:1-9)

S) Kohanim (Priests) with Doubtful Lineage

(61) Of the sons of the priests, the sons of
Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of
Barzillai who had married a daughter of
Barzillai and had taken his name - (62)
these searched for their genealogical
records, but they could not be found, so
they were disqualified for the priesthood.
(63) The Tirshatha ordered them not to eat
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of the most holy things until a priest with
Urim and Thummim should appear.
(Ezra 2:61-63 [JPS])

6) Post-Tanach (Historical) Precedent
(43) and they cleansed the sanctuary and removed the defiled stones to an unclean place.
(44) They deliberated what to do about the altar of burnt offering, which had been
profaned. (45) And they thought it best to tear it down, lest it bring reproach upon them,
for the Gentiles had defiled it. So they tore down the altar, (46) and stored the stones in a
convenient place on the temple hill until there should come a prophet to tell what to
do with them. (1Mac 4:43-46 [RSV])

The Urim and Tumim

(15) You shall make a breastplate of
judgment (choshen mishpat VN WN),
worked into a design; make it in the style
of the ephod: make it of gold, of blue,
purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine
twisted linen. (16) It shall be square and
doubled, a span in length and a span in
width. (17) Set in it mounted stones, in four
rows of stones... (21) The stones shall
correspond in number to the names of the
sons of Israel: twelve, corresponding to
their names. They shall be engraved like
seals, each with its name, for the twelve
tribes... (29) Aaron shall carry the names of
the sons of Isracl on the breastplate of
judgment over his heart, when he enters the
sanctuary, for remembrance before YHWH
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at all times. (30) On [literally: “towards”]
the breastplate of judgment you shall place
the Urim and Tumim, so that they are over
Aaron's heart when he comes before YHWH.
Thus Aaron shall carry the judgment for
the Israelites over his heart before YHWH at
all times. (Ex 28:15-17, 21, 29-30 [Adapted
from JPS])

(18) And YHWH said to Moses, Take
Joshua son of Nun, a man who has spirit in
him, and lean your hands on him, (19) and
stand him before Elazar the priest and
before the entire congregation, and
command him before their eyes. (20) And
place some of your glory upon him, in
order that the entire congregation of Israel
shall obey. (21) And he shall stand before
Elazar the priest and ask him of the
judgment of the Urim before YHWH.
According to it they shall go out and
according to it they shall come in, he and
all Israel with him, the entire congregation.
(Nu 27:18-21 [NG])®
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The Prophecy of Azarvah Ben Oded

(1) And the spirit of Elohim was upon
Azaryah the son of Oded, (2) and he went
out before Asa and said to him: ‘Listen to
me Asa, Judah, and Benjamin! YHWH will
be with you when you are with Him, and if
you seek Him, He will be found by you,
but if you forsake Him, He will forsake
you. (3) And Israel will have many days
without the true Elohim and without the
teaching priest and without Torah. (4) And
when he has trouble he will return to
YHWH the Elohim of Israel, and they will
seek him and he will be found by them. (5)
And in those times there will be no peace
for those that go out and come in, for there
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® Elazer was the high priest at the time, see Nu 20:28:

And Moses stripped Aaron of his clothes and put
them on Elazar his son, and Aaron died there at the
top of the mountaion; And Moses and Elazar
descended from the mountain. (Nu 20:28 [NG])
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will be very great upheavels for all the
inhabitants of the lands. (6) And nation
shall be crushed against nation, and city
against city, for Elohim will confound them
with every trouble. (7) But you, be strong
and do not let your hands weaken, for there
is reward for your work. (2Chr 15:1-7
[NG])
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